
Florida Association of Police Explorers (F.A.P.E.)  
Travis Eugene Comrey  

Scholarship Application Criteria 
 
 
This scholarship honors the memory of Travis Comrey, a former Tampa Police Explorer 
Program member who went on to become a Tampa Police Department officer and later returned 
to the Explorer Program as an advisor before his unexpected passing in 2021. 
 
Travis was the kind of person who could make anyone laugh during the worst, best, and most 
stressful moments. He had a natural ability to take charge in difficult situations, demonstrating 
leadership qualities far beyond his title. Once the situation settled, he would seamlessly shift into 
a supportive role, becoming exactly the kind of mentor, friend, or leader an explorer or officer 
needed in that moment. 
 
This scholarship reflects Travis’s unwavering dedication, strength, and perseverance in 
overcoming adversity throughout his childhood and young adult life. It serves as a tribute to the 
lasting impact he made on those around him and the legacy of leadership, compassion, and 
resilience he leaves behind. 
 
 
To be eligible for this scholarship you must have the following minimums for consideration: 
 

• A minimum of three (3) consecutive years as an Explorer/Cadet 
 

• Be at least 17 years of age at the time of submission 
 

• Considering a career in criminal justice/law enforcement to include college 
 

• Considering attending a law enforcement or corrections academy 
 

• Have a passion for helping people and your community 
 

The application must be submitted no later than 5pm on Sunday June 21, 2026. Application 
must be submitted to Jay L. Smith Executive Director in person or by email at 
Jaylionelsmith@gmail.com 
 
Any questions should be sent to Jay L. Smith via email or he may be reached at 407-832-
3505 
  

mailto:Jaylionelsmith@gmail.com


 
Florida Association of Police Explorers (F.A.P.E.)  

Travis Eugene Comrey  
Scholarship Application  

 
 

Name of Applicant: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Birth: ____________________________      Age: ________________ 
 
Post Name/Number: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Month/Year Since you Joined: ______________________________ 
 
Advisor Name: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Advisor Signature: __________________________________________ Date: _______________ 
 
Reason(s) why you became an Explorer:  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Where do you see yourself after graduating high school/college: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What drives you to become a law enforcement officer:  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please complete the following essay with a minimum of 750 words but no more than 1,000 
words. Please answer the following questions in your own words. This may be handwritten or 
typed, but Artificial Intelligence (AI) is not acceptable (Please use additional paper if needed):  
 



What does the criminal justice system mean to you? What have you learned as an 
Explorer/Cadet? If selected, how do you plan to use the scholarship? What are your long-

term career goals and how will you make a difference in law enforcement? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Applicant: _____________________________________________________________  
 
Signature of Applicant: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Application: _____________________________________________________________ 
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